FIRST  ENTRY
shaken, including Rochdale's nerves. We are short
of subalterns. Rochdale has been sent out earlier
to put a notice on the German wire, by order of
Corps headquarters, a propagandic move to inform
the front line men that their families are starving
at home. Now the trench mortaring is too much for
him. He rises, rushes past me, and bolts down the
trench in front of his men as fast as he can go. After
daylight he is discovered in a disused French dugout
behind the lines, asleep - apparently a deserter, as
absence and evasion of duty are the two chief
factors which go to constitute the offence. There is
the additional fact that he has shown apparent
cowardice in action, in front of his men. It is just as
futile to be half a mile away from the duty point as
sixty kilometres. I have already a private soldier
absent. He will no doubt be caught and tried.
What about this officer? I see him and put him
back for trial by court martial for cowardice and
desertion. He is tried and found guilty of one charge
or both. Meanwhile the private-Crocker-is caught
by the military police, a long way back. He too is
tried. I sign the charge sheet of both these men.
Promulgation, where death sentences occur, is a long
and painful* job. One day we received a wire.
Rochdale is to be * released from arrest and all con-
sequences/ They try to send him back to duty but
I refuse to receive him. I am asked my opinion as
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